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Daud assembled the people, and told them what was In
store for them. The Jews replied: c Thou art our prophet
and our king, we shall agree to whatever thou mayest
choose.' Daud said: (Famine extinguishes mercy, and
severs the ties of consanguinity; therefore I do not select
it. To be conquered by an enemy is a dreadful calamity;
no one who possesses any self-esteem would bear it; the
high and the low are exterminated. Therefore I think it
will be best for you to die in your own houses by the
plague, and to abandon all your affairs to the care of God,
the Most Wise; for He is the most merciful of the merci-
ful.' The Jews having agreed to the proposal of Daud, he
ordered them to put on their shrouds, and they assembled
in one place. Daud proceeded with the theologians and
priests of the children of Esrail to the plains around the
Holy House [i.e., Jerusalem] ; all of them bowed their
heads in adoration, wailing, and lamentation, and the
prayers of his lordship with those of the priests were
responded to on the very same day; therefore Daud
raised his head, and informed the priests of the glad
tidings.

After the plague had ceased the heads were numbered,
and one hundred and seventy thousand were found to have
died from sunrise till sunset:

Distich : Praised be the Creator whose wonderful properties

Prostrate the wisdom of prophets on the soil of weakness.

When most of the people had been freed of the wrath of
God, Daud said to them: f Gratitude to the Lord God,
whose benefits are universal, is incumbent upon you, nor
can you offer any better thanks than by building a mosque
in this pure region/ The children of Esrail girded the
loins of obedience, Daud prayed with reference to this
subject, and after obtaining the Divine permission, his
lordship set the people to lay the foundations of the farther
mosque84 with the greatest diligence and expedition. It is
said that the ground belonged to several of the children of

84 The temple is mentioned under this name in the Qur&n,
ch. xvii. 1, and was in Jerusalem.